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The strong solution or tannin is a most powerful astringent, almost fret* from 
irritating properties. It is one of the best dressings for wounds—far superior 
to collodion, and even less irritating than the styptic colloid, which it some, 
what resembles. If applied by a brush and allowed to dry, it soon forms a 
pellicle which excludes the air, and gives ease to pain. It may be applied to 
almost any form of ulcer, and to wounds after amputations or other operations 
especially when not very deep. It answers well, for instance, after the opera¬ 
tion for hare-lip, painted over the pins and threads, in the same way as collodion 
is sometimes used. 

In a female, aged 26, the hair was caught between rollers and the whole 
scalp removed to within an inch of the left eyebrow and two inches from the 
right, round on a level with the tips of the cars to about the externul occipital 
protuberance, the periosteum being extensively removed at the vertex. There 
was much suppuration, followed by erysipelas. After three months, exfoliation 
of bone occurred, and skin-grafting was performed, first with eleven grafts, and, 
six weeks subsequently, with twenty-one. After varied treatment, antiseptic 
and other, little progress was made, till, nine months after the accident, strong 
tannin-solution was applied. Discharge and fetor diminished at once, and the 
healing process went on more quickly than before. Tenderness diminished 
and the general health improved rapidly for the first time since the accident.’ 
The wound, eighteen months after the accident, was about hair its original size 
and the discharge trifling. The patient does household work, weurs only a thin 
cap, and is little worse for the accident, generally or locally. 

Strong tannin-solution applied to the ulceruted skin or ingrowing toe-nail at 
once removes pain. After one application, the oflending corner of the nail may 
be reudily raised, a little lint inserted underneath, and the nail allowed to grow 
up. Among muny cases, I have in this way cured one in which evulsion, twice 
performed, had proved only a temporary remedy, the disease being reproduced 
each time the nail grew up. For cracked nipples, Martin’s solution diluted 
with an equal quantity of water, is the best application, und corresponds to the 
tannin-solution commonly used for this purpose. 

Enlarged tonsils may be reduced by daily brushing with Martin’s solution. 
1 his treatment, though vastly inferior to extirpation, or even to the upplica- 
tion ofpotassa cum calce, is painless, and therefore, in some cases, useful. 

Bleeding warts may be readily removed by this application, as also by the 
perchloride of iron. I have found the former to readily reduce the granulations 
from an unhealed umbilicus in an infant. 

Chronic phlegmonous erysipelas in the legs may be painted with it with 
great advantage. I have not found it so useful in acute erysipelas or erythema. 
As Mr. I bom as says, concentrated tannin drops are a useful remedy after 
the removal of polypi from the ear. I have known them to remove a small 
polypus without operation. They check discharge and remove fetor in chronic 
catarrh of the middle ear. 


10. Tannic Acid,as a Styptic.— Mr. T. Llewkiats says (British Med. 
Journal, Oct. -4, 18<4), in tannic acid we have a perfectly safe, non-irritntiug, 
easily portable remedy, and, moreover, one infinitely more cleanly than iron. 
Its action may be beautifully seen after abscission or the uvula or excision of 
the tonsils; when, if there be the least tendency to hemorrhage, a few slowly 
flowed sips of a saturated aqueous solution of tannin will immediately arrest 
nil bleeding and the cut surfaces will be seen glazed over with a thin pinkish 
coating, which is, m fact, a tannate of albumen. An atomized inhalation of 
tannin acts almost magically in many cases of hemoptysis; and there Is everv 
reason to believe that an injection, either in stream or spray, of a similar charac'- 
ter, would act as beneficially in postpartum hemorrhage as it does in the instances 
quoted. If iron or nitrate of silver be applied to a stump or bleeding surface 
which it is necessary to watch, or where one may have to apply a ligature, their 
use is very confusing, as a black spongy moss *is formed, almost impossible to 
remove. In such cases, and in all operations on the mouth and nose, or where 
ligatures are inconvenient or inapplicable, the use or tannin will be found most 
serviceable. Both my colleague Mr. Lennox Browne and I have used it with 
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advantage after the removal of polypi from the ear, with the farther result, so 
fur as our experience goes, of diminishing the chances of recurrence of these 
very troublesome formations. 

11. . Glycerine-Sirhcl; a new Topical Application. —This preparation, 
which consists of pure glycerine and the yelk of egg. and has the appearance 
and consistence of honey* is highly praised as a local application for several 
purposes. In fissures of the nipples of nursing women it affords relief when 
other remedies fail. In eleven such coses, in which it was applied, it afforded 
relief in every one. 

It has also been used in four cases of rupture of the perineum, and with 
equally favourable results. 

In the clinic of Dr. Vernier it is daily used to anoint the hands when making 
an examination of suspicious women, and found to be a perfect protection from 
infection. 

This preparation does not putrefy, does not become rancid like ointments; it 
assists in cleansing wounds, and promotes primary union. 

In fissures of the mamma; it protects the skin from the action of the saliva 
of the child, and from sour milk ; it protects lesions of continuity from the air, 
and relieves pain. In ruptures of the perineum it protects the torn surfaces 
from being irritated hy the urine and lochim.— La Tribune Midicale , 27th 
Sept. 1874, from Guz. Obstetricale et Gaz. de Joulin, Sept. 1874. 

12. Milky Juice of Jatropa Curcax a powerful Hemostatic. — Baboo Urniov 
Chand Durr extols (Indian Med. Gaz., Oct. 1874) the milky juice of the 
Jatropa Cur cat os an hiemostatic, and relates two cases of surgical hemor¬ 
rhage in which he employed lint moistened with it with prompt arrest of the 
bleeding. The application does not cause pain or act as a caustic. “ It 
simply curdles up the blood and covers the bleeding surface with a tenacious 
layer.” It has no injurious effect on open wounds. 

13. Use of the Alcoholic Extract of Nux Vomica in Large Doses in Various 
Forms of Nervous Diseases, both Arute and Chronic. —Dr. de Stkfanj com¬ 
bats the opinion of those physicians who regard nux vomica as an irritant of the 
spinal cord and explain its beneficial action in paralysis on this assumption, 
his own experience having demonstrated to him that the drug exerts a depress¬ 
ing action on the ganglionic system. As this system has numerous relations 
and sympathies with the cerebro-spinal, the nux vomica, according to Dr. de 
Stefuni, acting upon both, relaxes the vital tension of the nerves, restores to 
them their naturul conducting power, and also the degree of influence neces¬ 
sary to maintain the harmony of the vital functions of the organs, and con¬ 
sequently all the alterations in the vital fluids dependent on nervous affec¬ 
tions are mitigated and removed even without the aid of any other medicines. 
From this belief in the depressing effects of nux vomica Dr. de Stefani em¬ 
ploys it, ond especially its alcoholic extracts, in all acute and severe hyper¬ 
sthenic maladies, as well as in chronic ones, whenever any nervous symptoms 
are manifested in connection with the ganglionic or cerebro-spinal system. In 
acute diseases, in proportion to the largeness of the dose, the curative action is 
more rapid, so that in twenty-rour hours the patient may be rescued from danger 
in most instances. The action of nux vomica on the ganglionic system, is 
marked only by alleviation of the morbid symptoms, or at most hy a slight 
tremulousness of the heart and internal viscera, but on the cerebro-spinal sys¬ 
tem it is manifested by a feeling of confusion (sbalordimento) in the head, and 
of something as it were penetrating into all the fibres to the marrow of the 
bones, and sometimes by a vivacity of the senses, or a tremulousness of the 
whole body or some slight spasm of the facial muscles. The tolerance of the 
drug is not always equal, lu acute and serious diseases of the two nervous 
systems the tolerance is great, in the chronic affections of the ganglionic sys¬ 
tem it is greater than in that of the cerebro-spinal, and in the organic disenses 
it is in relation to the gravity of the nervous sympathies. Dr. de ritefaui recog¬ 
nizes the intolerance of the drug by a test whicn he considers infallible. By 



